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Christian Aid Week Held in Britain 


(London) - During Britain's annual Christian Aid Week, April 27 to May 2, London 
city workers were asked to go without their usual midday meal for at least one 
day and have a sandwich and a cup of tea instead. For the lunch, Served at a 
canteen near Liverpool Street Station, they were asked to give what they normally 
pay for their midday meal and all profits will go to help refugees. 


The same system was used in Coventry where the austerity meal was of rice to 
remind people of the hunger of the million Chinese refugees in Hong Kong. 


Churches in 600 areas of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland took 
part in the week, sponsored by Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service, the service 
Benson the British Council of Churches. 


During the week, three and a half million gift envelopes were distributed by 
hand all over Britain. in about 50 areas refugee living quarters as found in 
Europe and Hong Kong have been reconstructed. 


In the weeks preceding Christian Aid Week, there were hundreds of film show- 
ings and public meetings to stimulate interest in the current refugee situation 
and in the leading part which the churches are taking in the relief and resettle- 
ment of refugees. HPS, Geneva 
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Philippine Theologians Discuss Problems of Ministry 


(Manila) -"Problems facing the ministry of the evangelical church in the Philip- 
pines"was the subject of discussion at a theological consultation last month 

in Baguio City, in late April, which brought together for the first time heads of 
Ceoartments, professors and teachers in the various Protestant seminaries and 
Bible schools in the Philippines. 


The problems, listed by President Benjamin I. Guansing of Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila, included "multiple gods in our midst, unbelief due to ignor= 
ance, subtle and perverse influence of institutional loyalty, poverty, false 
sense of values, threat of Communism, love of public display, lack of genuine 
Christian unity". 


Some of the causes of these problems, the theologians said, are a scarcity of 
Christian literature; "miserly or miserable" financial help to stimulate writing; 
overdependence on foreign support for theological schools; too much church poli- 
tics; and "little understanding of the mission and work of the church in the 
world", EPS, Geneva 


Us Southern Presbyterians Urge Communication Between Races 


(Atlanta) - Souther Presbyterians in the United States have been called on to 
defend the freedom of whites and Negroes to gather voluntarily “in unhampered 
assembly and genuine fellowship". 


The appeal for more communication between the two groups was in a report 
overwhelmingly approved by 500 delegates to the annual General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US, meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, last week. 


The report, submitted by the church's Committee on Christian Relations, said 
that “it is increasingly evident that civil courts do not provide an adequate 
answer to this social problen, The estrangement, however, that results from 
litigation becomes as much the concern of church people as were the occasions 
that provoked it." 


"The Christian community, in its testimony in behalf of justice and fairness 
to all people certainly cannot without shame lag behind the efforts of secular 
agencies in behalf of these goals", the report said. 


"And since it is apparent that the attitudes and actions of extreme groups 
result in divisions of our society into hostile factions, the Christian community 
is challenged by these hostilities to intensify its efforts toward effecting 
peace in Christ's name among men, through a ministry of reconciliation that is 
the thrust of its gospel." 


The "New York Times", in reporting the action, said church leaders in Atlanta 
viewed the assembly action as a "significant" step forward toward reopening lines 
of communication between the two racial groups in the south. 


In other action, the assembly formally "disapproved" a proposal by the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference that the US and the United Nations recognize the 
government of China. Held last November, the conference was sponsored by a 
department of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. (See 
EPS Nos. 45 and 46) The Presbyterian Assembly, however, rejected a’ report 
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criticizing the National Council and by a voice vote reaffirmed its "basic support" 
of the NCC. 


Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson, professor of church history at Union Theological 
seminary in Richmond, Virginia, and co-editor of the "Presbyterian Outlook", was 
elected moderator of the church. BPS, Geneva 


ocots Presbyteries Reject Unity Proposals 


(Edinburgh) —- The Inter-Church Relations Committee of the Church of Scotland will 
recommend to the church's General Assembly next month that proposals for accep- 
tance of "Bishops in Presbytery" should be rejected, but that unity conversations 
with Anglicans in England and Scotland should be continued. 


The recommendation is the result of a study of the report on Anglican 
Presbyterian relations presented last year by an officially appointed group of 
theologians for consideration by the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
the Presbyterian Church in England and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. The 
report, requested because of the involvement of Anglicans and Presbyterians in 
the ecumenical movement, proposed recognition of bishops by Presbyterians and 
adoption of Presbyterian elements in church government by Anglicans. 


Thirty-nine of 62 Church of Scotland presbyteries studying the recommendations 
have rejected them; the others, without explicit rejection, refuse them by in- 
plication. 


The Inter-Church Relations Committee says that responses from presbyteries 
recognize the New Testament obligation to seek unity with other churches, but 
insist that the first step must be recognition of the validity of Presbyterian 
orders and reciprocal arrangements for intercommunion. 


The Assembly will be asked to declare the proposals of the theologians "un- 
acceptable to the Church of Scotland in their present form" and to advocate as 
the next step for Anglicans and Presbyterians mutual "recognition of one another 
as true members of the Church Catholic and of their ministries as valid and 
regular ministries of that Church". 


The Assembly will be asked to seek further conversations with the other 
churches involved and to set up a committee of fifty, ministers and elders, to 
act for the Church of Scotland. 


Other recommendations are to promote fuller knowledge and understanding of 
the ecumenical movement throughout the Church of Scotland and close contact with 
the World Presbyterian Alliance in future consideration of the unity talks. 


EPS, Geneva 


US Methodist Agency Calls for World Evangelism Congress 


(Miami Beach, Florida) -—- The Board of Evangelism of the Methodist Church in the 
US has asked the World Council of Churches to call a world congress on evangelism 
as a means of “stirring the several denominations to launch a world evangelistic 
movement", 


Dr. Harry Denman, the board's executive secretary, said that "during the 
1960s, people must choose God's way as Christ did - not the American way of life, 
not the Russian way". He said that the Methodist Church is "at the crossroads", 
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pointing out that in the next ten years, it will either become "a church to reach 
the masses to do God's will, which will change communities and the world, or it 
will become a church of suburbia and will be permeated and saturated by the will 
of secular man". 


The board's annual meeting was held in Miami Beach, Florida, last week. 
BPS, Geneva 


Russian Orthodox Prelate Objects to British War Statement 


(London) - Metropolitan Nikolai, second ranking prelate of the Moscow Patriarchate, 
has said that the Russian Orthodox Church is "greatly disturbed" by a statement 

on disarmament issued by the British Council of Churches. The metropolitan's 
Speech was broadcast in English by the Moscow Radio. 


The BCC, at its semi-annual meeting last month (see EPS No. 17) had accepted 
a committee report on "Christians and Atomic War" which said that "somehow we 
have to live with nuclear weapons at least for many years and if we cannot 
abolish them we must do everything possible to bring them under control". 


Metropolitan Nikolai said he was replying to the council's “evident distrust 
of the peaceful policy of Russia by offering the testimony of the Russian Ortho-— 
dox Church, which is working for the defence of peace together with the people and 
the government of the country". EPS, Geneva 


south Africa Churches to Mark Nation's Jubilee 


( Johannesburg) - The Christian Council of South Africa has voted unanimously in 
favour of a united nation-wide Christian observance in 1960, marking the fiftieth 
anniversary of the setting up of the Union of South Africa. 


The celebrations, the council said, will follow lines suggested by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, The South African FoR statement, submitted to the 
council, said that "it is our concern to call the Christian conscience to a fresh 
Concideracion Of our way of life in South Africa... It is our firm conviction tia 
our treatment of the non-whites is utterly unchristian and a sin to be deeply 
repented, We have placed loyalty to a group before loyalty to God. We can no 
longer evade these issues by ignoring them; we must solve our problem of human 
relationships." 


The FoR suggested setting up study groups in preparation for the 1960 cele- 
brations; holding large scale public meetings in 1960 "to arouse the public 
conscience"; interracial services during the year; sermons on "the teachings 
of Christ on this matter"; and a day of repentance "for hatred and oppression". 

EPS, Geneva 


Church of Hesse Reassures Soldiers 


(Frankfurt) - The synod of the Church of Hessen-Nassau has made a statement affirm— 
ing pastoral concern for soldiers, politicians and conscientious objectors. 


The synod's declaration followed controversy over a speech made in January by 
the church's president, Dr. Martin Niemdller (see EPS No. 5) in which he dissociated 
himself from modern war and used the word "crime" to describe war training under 
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modern conditions. 


The statement made by the synod affirmed that "Christians who are called 
upon to be politicians or soldiers bear a particularly heavy responsibility in 
the sight of God. They therefore have a claim to understanding and constant 
intercession on the part of the Church". 


Another section of the pronouncement says that it is the Church's task to 
protect those who, for reasons of conscience, refuse to undertake military service. 


In another action the synod expressed surprise that West German defence 
minister Joseph Strauss had launched legal proceedings against Dr. Niemdller, for 
insulting the armed forces, without having previously conferred with other church 
leaders. . EPS, Geneva 


Hast Asia Christian Conference Holds First Major Assembly 


(Kuala Lumpur, Malaya) - The Hast Asia Christian Conference, set up by decision 
of a meeting between official representatives of churches in the area held at 
Prapat, Indonesia, in 1957, will hold its first assembly from May 14 - 24 at 
Kuala Lumpur. 


The general theme of the meeting, "Witnesses Together", will be introduced by 
Bishop Enrique Sobrepena of the Philippines, the chairman of the conference. 
Development of the provisional organization by the executive staff appointed at 
Prapat will be outlined by the administrative secretary, U Kyaw Than of Burma. 


Five keynote lectures on the Church's call to mission, unity and service, 
will be delivered by Bishop J. Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India, 
general secretary designate of the International Missionary Council, WCC general 
secretary W.A. Visser 't Hooft and Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary of 
the BACC. 


Background addresses have been assigned to four Asians; Mr, Mikio Sumia of 
Japan on theological renewal, Mr. M.M. Thomas of India on a Christian view of 
Asian nationalism, U Pe Maung Tin of Burma on the resurgence of ancient religions, 
and the Rev. Alan Brash of New Zealand on new forms of church interdependence in 
Asia. 


Three commissions will work on the witness of the Church in the midst of 
social change, in inter—church aid and within and beyond the churches' borders. 


Working groups will deal with the future of lay institutes and study in East 
Agia, an inter-church aid programme for the EACC, mass communications, education, 
and Asian preparation of the WCC's next assembly in Ceylon in 1961. 


In addition to 68 voting delegates from fifteen countries, the constitution 
of the new body provides for active participation by small delegations from world 
Christian bodies - the World Council of Churches, International Missionary Coun 
cil, YMCA, YWCA, World Council of Christian Education, United Bible Societies 
and World's Student Christian Federation. The international missionary movement 
will be represented by twelve consultants. 
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Other ASian experts on audiovisual media, industrial evangelism, literature, 
home and family life, problems of rapid social change, theological education, 
medicine and faith and order will attend. 


The future of inter-church aid in Asia will be planned during the mecting, 
which is to be preceded by the first bast Asian meeting of the Administrative 
Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


Countries with churches represented include Burma, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan, 
Australia and New Zealand. No reply has yet been received from the Chinese 
churches of the People's Republic, which are entitled to five voting delegates. 

BPS, Geneva 


Dibelius Counters Atheism in DDR 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin has issued a strong rebuke to President 
Otto Grotewohl of the German Democratic Republic (DDR) in an open letter taking 
issue with official government sponsorship of atheism. 


The letter, published in the German press, takes exception to President 
Grotewohl's speech to a group of cultural and educational workers made in March > 
in East Berlin (see EPS No. LD The bishop says that the failure of the DDR | 
government to resume direct conversations with him forced him to write the letter. 


Admitting that strain had eased a little for the church in East Germany after 
conclusion of a church-state agreement in July 1958, Bishop Dibelius complains that © 
Grotewohl's latest speech had given public state support to the propagation of j 
atheism. He tells President Grotewohl not to make any mistake, "An atheist 
state can never be a spiritual home for a Christian", he says. j 


Attacking the president's defence of "socialist morality", the bishop writes: 
"You feel you must maintain that 'everything which serves the cause of socialism 
is moral', This phrase evokes painful memories of the national socialist slogan 
‘Whatever helps the German people is good'’, the Berlin church leader continues. 
"At that time", he writes, "the Christian church courageously and effectively 
contradicted that slogan." The bishop says this will happen again now. "The 
distinction between what is good and evil, moral and immoral, is determined solely 
by the Living God, not by any human being, movement, class or ideology", he 
declares. 


In a reference to Ten Socialist Commandments taught to children by the East 
German authorities, the letter goes on to say that "Christianity will never accept 
new versions of the Ten Commandments invented by men". 


"We insist on our children being brought up to believe in Jesus Christ", 
says the bishop, "and to obey His commandments - not forced to accept a morality 
derived from dialectical materialism". The letter invokes the guarantee of 
"complete freedom of faith and conscience" guaranteed by the DDR constitution and 
confirmed by the agreement of July 1958. 


The bishop claims that the Church does not ask for privileges not given to 
others. "We insist on one thing", he declares, "that the state shall not use the 
power at its disposal to promote atheism and try to drive the Christian faith into 
a corner". 
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In a sharp criticism of the state's attempt to supplant confirmation by its 
youth dedication ceremony, Bishop Dibelius also defends freedom of citizens to 
choose secular name-giving and marriage rites, but he emphasizes that free deci- 
Sions are not possible "if the state uses every means of propaganda to oppose 
the ceremonies of the Church" and insists on a'monopoly"’ for itself. 


The letter ends by saying that "the conviction is growing that the loyal 
members of the Church in the DDR are treated as second-class citizens. Do you 
really wish this trend to go further?" the bishop asks. 


In biting replies to Bishop Dibelius, two East German newspapers accuse him 
of being pro-Western. "Neue Zeit", organ of the communist sympathising East 
German Christian Democratic Party, says that the Christian message has nothing 
to do with "that atomic Christianity which is merely a camouflaged form of nihil- 
ism and a denial of God". "Neues Deutschland", published by the DDR Socialist 
Unity Party, says "the bishop is rather heated because the citizens of the DDR 
are not brought up in the spirit of the dancers round the golden atomic calf". 

EPS, Geneva 


New York Called Mission Field 


(Harriman, New York) - In the "greatest missionary field in the world" - metro- 
politan New York - Protestant churches must provide a "positive answer" to 
problems which “ecumenically" affect them, according to a meeting of 80 leaders 
from 12 denominations held in Harriman, N.Y., and sponsored by the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York. 


"There are more unchurched people per square block in New York than in any 
similar area of the world," Dr. Dan M. Potter, council executive director, said. 
It was pointed out that 2,700 Protestants a month come into the metropolitan 
area while an estimated 1,300 move out. Most of the newcomers are from rural 
areas of the south or from Puerto Rico. To meet their needs would require con- 
struction of one new Protestant church a month, Instead, it was reported that 
only eight new churches are under construction or planned while 34 Protestant 
churches are scheduled to be demolished during the next five years in slum 
clearance and other projects. 


Protestants are in a disproportionate minority in city government, Dr. Potter 
said. Of 34 persons in leading positions in city departments, only three are 
Protestants. Of 208 judges, only 1l are Protestant, and of 22 executives in 
the Department of Public Welfare, only one is a Protestant. "In the city's life, 


we are not the majority we used to be." The council represents 1,700 churches 
with 960,000 members. EPS, Geneva 
In Brief 


Mr. Kentaro Buma has been elected director of Japan Church World Service, 
Inc., succeeding the Rev. Hallam Shorrock. The appointment was effective on May 
oe Mr. Shorrock will continue on the JCWS board of trustees as advisor. He is 
also serving as acting director of Korea Church World Service. 
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An Office of Information, replacing the Office of Public Relations, has been 
set up by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The new 
office is headed by Mr. William Frye, former director of information in the New 
York office of UNESCO. Dr. Roy G. Ross, NCC general secretary, said the move 
was "part of a broader programme to meet the problem of public interpretation of 
the National Council and its work". The office will work under the general di- 
rectionoaf Mr. James W. Wine, associate general secretary for public interpretation. 


ome 


Archbishop Iakovos, newly-installed primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America, has called on President Eisenhower at the White House 
in Washington. The archbishop said that as an American citizen and new head of 
his church in the US, he wanted to pay his respects to the President and assure 
him of "the readiness of my church to give all its moral support to our national 
policy centred on spiritual views which recognize human dignity and personality." 


Ry tay 


The National Protestant Church of Geneva is organising various services of 
intercession, and daily meetings for prayer, during the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers which opens in Geneva on May ll. A special prayer for the conference 
on cessation of atomic tests is to be included in the liturgy of all the churches 
in Geneva. 

* % 


The Church of Scotland mission in Northern Rhodesia is closing two of its 
hospitals because of financial problems and difficulties in staffing the insti- 
tutions. The recent racial disturbances in the country were reported to be 
responsible for staffing troubles. 

x % 


The Protestant Episcopal Church in the US has voted against moving into 
the new Interchurch Centre in New York. Instead, the denomination's National 
Council voted to find a new site for the church's main offices. Building commit— 
tee chairman, Bishop Frederick J. Warnecke, said that "we do not feel that ecu- 
menicity is necessarily or even wisely based on co-habitation". 


Ry ap 


Pope John XXIII has appealed to Roman Catholics to pray to the Virgin Mary 
during the month of May for the success of the. Ecumenical Council. The appeal 
was made in a world-wide broadcast on Vatican Radio, which was transmitted in 


about 30 languages. 
* * 


Mr. Colin W. Bell has been appointed executive secretary of the American 
Friends Service Committee, succeeding Mr. Lewis M. Hoskins. A native of the 
United Kingdom, Mr. Bell has been associate executive secretary for general 
administration of the committee since 1955. 


Zag 


Mr. John Edwards, a Labour member of Parliament in the United Kingdom, has 
been elected president of the fifteen-nation Council of Europe. He is a vice- 
chairman of the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation 
and a well-known Anglican layman. 
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Two Protestant churches in Barcelona, Spain, closed by the police more than 
a year ago, have been allowed to reOpen, the US National Association of Evangeli- 
cals has reported, The churches are the Grace Evangelical Baptist Church, with 
720 members, and the Via Verdi Baptist church. They were closed because the 
congregations began holding services in new sanctuaries. However, the NA 
said that Barcelona police have ruled that the two churches may open because they 
are “old congregations moved to a new location". 


Za) ZS 


Professor Andrzej Wantula, 53, has been elected bishop of the Lutheran Church 
of Poland, succeeding Bishop Kotula, who is retiring after holding the post since 
1951. The new bishop is secretary of the Polish national committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Polish Ecumenical Council, He is also a 
member of the Consultative Committee of the Conference of European Churches. 


CA 


The Church of Hessen-Nassau in Germany has decided to admit women to its 
ministry. The church's synod recommended slow implementation of the new regu- 


lations. Congregations may refuse a woman pastor, Women must resign from 
parishes if they marry. 


ao So 


Among Hungarian clergy who took an oath of loyalty to the Hungarian consti- 
tution in the presence of Hungarian President Istvan Dobi on April 27 were 
Bishops Tibor Bartha, Lajos Daranyi and Istvan Szamoskoezi of the Reformed Church 
and Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, Lutheran. BPS, Geneva 
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